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Student Orientation in Reeder Field: Commencement 2014 
Welcome and Congratulations – 67th Commencement
Expectations during Commencement Ceremony
Respect and Dignity 
· You are expected to stay for the entire ceremony. It is not polite to leave while others have not yet crossed the stage to have their names announced and receive their diploma covers.
· The exit from the stadium is designed to be orderly and to occur in a safe manner 

· Commencement is an academic ceremony and celebration.  Party after commencement. No smoking or alcoholic beverages will be allowed.  Inebriated (drunk or drug impaired) students will not be allowed to participate in the ceremony

· No beach balls

· No flying objects

· No standing on chairs
For your comfort
· Wear sunglasses and sunscreen
· Wear comfortable shoes; be careful walking across the grass and the stage if wearing high heels

· Do not bring purses, packages, balloons, or other items you have to carry.

· Eat prior to commencement.  Water and limited snacks will be provided at Reeder field; water bottles will also be in the stadium beside your chair
Line up for Procession

· Only graduating students are allowed to process and sit on the field in the graduate seating area. No children, guests or pets allowed in the processional 

· Line up by Department (College “Voice of Graduation” will provide clear guidance)
· Line up 2 across

· Stand in front or in back of your friends if you want to sit next to them when you enter the stadium
· Ushers will lead - Follow directions
· Do not bring items to carry into stadium – leave packages, purses, balloons at home, or give them to your family and friends in the stands.

Regalia Demonstration:  
· cap, tassel (right side of cap for undergrads, left for grads)

· Accessories – wear honor cords and honor society sashes, but carry other items such as leis and sashes of other organizations into stadium, on your arm. Once you are seated you may wear no-academic accessories
· Graduate Students:  carry hood on your forearm, with felt nearest the elbow, and the point on the outside.

While in the Stadium

· Guests will want to take pictures, let them know that there will be a professional photographer and videographer recording the event.



Still photographer

· Fill out card in packet

· Hold card when processing to stage for diploma cover
· The card will also be used to announce your name 
· Proofs will be mailed or e-mailed to you

· Cross Stage – Demonstration

· An usher will guide you to line up to receive your diploma cover on stage
· Remember to bring with you the card for the photographer and name caller
· For GRAD students:  A “hooder” will place the Master’s hood over your head.  You will receive your diploma cover; then cross the stage to shake hands with President Covino and pause for picture, then exit stage
· For Undergrads: You will receive your diploma cover; then cross the stage to shake hands with President Covino and pause for picture, then exit stage
· Make sure your diploma cover is right side up

· Return directly to your seat – please do not wander around the field, or stop and call your family on the phone

· Recessional:  Ushers will lead students out of the stadium, in reverse order of how you came in.

· When you leave your seat you will exit your row to your left

· We will march out of the stadium as a group, beginning  from the rear, one row at a time

After the ceremony
· There will be college-wide gatherings and photo opportunities at designated locations on campus. All towards north campus near the Student Union
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